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BP America Sponsors Cleveland Showing of Chinese Art Exhibition 

CLEVELAND, December 8, 1987 * — BP America, Inc. today announced a grant of 
$200,000 to The Cleveland Museum of Art in support of a major loan exhibition 
of ceramic sculpture from the People's Republic of China. The exhibition, 
entitled Tomb Sculpture of Ancient China: The Quest for Eternity, consists 
of more than 150 ceramic sculptures of soldiers, servants, court ladies, 
horses, and other objects that were buried with Chinese royalty and high 
ranking officials to serve them in the afterlife. The exhibition will be on 
display at The Cleveland Museum of Art from February 10 through April 10, 1988. 

Robert B. Horton, chief executive officer of BP America, commented on the 
grant saying, ”We are pleased to sponsor such a significant showing of Chinese 
ceramic sculpture in Cleveland. Our support of this exhibit demonstrates our 
continued commitment to an active business relationship with the People's 
Republic of China; a commitment initiated years ago by The Standard Oil 
Company. We believe that this exhibition will enhance understanding and 
knowledge of the Chinese culture." 
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The exhibition, the first in the West to survey Chinese ceramic funerary 
sculpture, was organized by the Los Angeles County Museum of Art in 
collaboration with the Overseas Archaeological Exhibition Corporation of the 
People* s Republic of China. The sculptures, selected from fourteen museums in 
China, date from the Neolithic Period (8000-2000 B.C.) through the Ming 
Dynasty (A.D. 1368-1644). They are of great artistic as well as historical 
significance and a rich source of information about the daily life, customs, 
and beliefs of the Chinese over many centuries. 

Cleveland Museum of Art director Evan H. Turner said, **The Cleveland 
Museum of Art has one of the most distinguished collections of Chinese art in 
the United States. We are, therefore, particularly pleased that such an 
important exhibition should be coming to Cleveland and deeply appreciate the 
support of BP America in making this possible. While the exhibition responds 
to public interest in the great traditions of China, its presentation here 
should also contribute to a greater understanding of the Museum's collections.** 

Cleveland is the final stop of the four-city American tour of this 
exhibition, which has been shown in Philadelphia, Houston, and Los Angeles. 

The American tour was made possible with the assistance of a grant from the 
National Endowment for the Humanities and an indemnity from the Federal 
Council on the Arts and the Humanities. The Cleveland showing is also 
assisted by a grant from the Ohio Arts Council, in addition to sponsorship by 
BP America. 
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